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President Obama on World Press 
Freedom Day 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

―No matter the cause, when journalists are 

intimidated, attacked, imprisoned, or 

disappeared, individuals begin to self-censor, 

fear replaces truth, and all of our societies 

suffer.  A culture of impunity for such actions 

must not be allowed to persist in any country. 

This year, across the Middle East, North 

Africa and beyond, the world witnessed not 

only these perils, but also the promise that a 

free press holds for fostering innovative, 

successful, and stable democracies. On this 

World Press Freedom Day, we call upon all 

governments to seize that promise by 

recognizing the vital role of a free press and 

taking the necessary steps to create societies 

in which independent journalists can operate 

freely and without fear.‖ 
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Official Websites: 
 
http://jerusalem.usconsulate.gov  

http://arabic.jerusalem.usconsulate.gov  

http://gaza.usvpp.gov  

http://arabic.gaza.usvpp.gov  

Social Media: 

www.facebook.com/UsConGenJerusalem  

www.twitter.com/USCGJerusalem 

www.youtube.com/UsConGenJerusalem 

To subscribe to our Weekly Mailing list, 
please send an email to 
UsConGenJerusalem@state.gov 

Thank You! 

 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/05/03/statement-president-world-press-freedom-day
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/05/03/statement-president-world-press-freedom-day
http://jerusalem.usconsulate.gov/
http://arabic.jerusalem.usconsulate.gov/
http://gaza.usvpp.gov/
http://arabic.gaza.usvpp.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/UsConGenJerusalem
http://www.twitter.com/USCGJerusalem
http://www.youtube.com/UsConGenJerusalem
mailto:UsConGenJerusalem@state.go
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Secretary Clinton’s World Press Freedom Day Video Message 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"Today we celebrate the contributions that journalists make to the struggle for human dignity, 
liberty and prosperity, and we also celebrate the enduring principle enshrined in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights – that all people have the right to freely express their views, no 
matter who they are, where they live, or what those views may be. 
 
Over the past year, these principles have come to the forefront as places throughout the Middle 
East and North Africa embrace change. Voice by voice, text by text, Tunisians, Egyptians, 
Libyans and many others have dared to say what they believe and stand up for their own rights. 
Many others have dared to report on what they see happening, even when their lives were at 
risk. 
 
But these challenges are not limited to just one region. Every year, dozens of journalists are 
killed, beaten, and threatened, while hundreds of others languish in prisons for exercising their 
right to free expression. Their imprisonment and intimidation is a global injustice. When a free 
media is under attack anywhere, all human rights are under attack everywhere. 
 
That is why the United States joins its global partners in calling for the release of all imprisoned 
journalists in every country across the globe and for the end to intimidation. 
 
Let us honor the many brave men and women who risk their lives every day to keep the rest of us 
informed, to keep governments accountable and societies more democratic, prosperous and 
successful. And let us continue to champion those who stand for media freedom as a powerful 
force for progress. Thank you for what you are doing." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2012/05/189256.htm
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 Consul General on World Press Freedom Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On World Press Freedom Day we celebrate the principles of press freedom and remember those who 

have fought to preserve them. We also pay tribute to courageous and responsible journalists 

worldwide and the contributions they make each day to promote the development of civil societies 

and democracies across the globe. .. 

The U.S. is committed to preserving the Internet and other connective technologies as platforms 

where people can freely interact, collaborate, and debate issues that are important to them. As 

Secretary Clinton said in December 2011, ―When ideas are blocked, information deleted, 

conversations stifled, and people constrained in their choices, the internet is diminished for all of 

us.‖….  

I salute you today on the important role you play, through your responsible and accurate reporting, 

in strengthening the institutions of a future Palestinian state. We know you face many challenges in 

doing your jobs. But, I urge you not to give up hope and to continue your tireless efforts to promote 

press freedom in your communities, the Palestinian Territories and around the world.  

 
 

 كهًت انقُصم انؼبو روبُسخٍٍ فً حفم انقُصهٍت بًُبسبت انٍىو انؼبنًً نحزٌت انصحبفت نؼبو 2102
 

انصحفٍُُ انشجعبٌ  كًب اَُب َشكش  .فٍ انُىو انعبنًٍ نحشَخ انصحبفخ َحزفم ثًجبدا انصحبفخ انحشح وَززكش أونئك انزٍَ قبرهىا نهحفبظ عهُهب"

 .ًغبهًبد انزٍ َقىيىٌ ثهب كم َىو نزشجُع رطىس انًجزًعبد انًذَُخ وانذًَقشاغُبد حىل انعبنىوانًغئىنٍُ حىل انعبنى وَثٍُ عهً ان

 

قعبَب اٌ انىلاَبد انًزحذح يهزضيخ ثبنحفبظ عهً الاَزشَذ ورقُُبد الارصبل كًُبثش رًكٍ انُبط يٍ انزفبعم ثحشَخ ويٍ اٌ َزعبوَىا و َُبقشىا   

انًحبدثبد وَىاجه انُبط عقجبد فٍ   حٍُ َزى حجت الافكبس وحزف انًعهىيبد وركًُى" ، 3122فٍ عبو كًب قبنذ انىصَشح كهُُزىٌ . يهًخ نهى

 ."اخزُبسارهى حُُهب ركىٌ الاَزشَذ قذ اخزفذ

 

  .ًغزقجهُخاَب احُُكى انُىو عهً انذوس انًهى انزٌ رقىيىٌ ثه يٍ خلال رقبسَشكى انًغؤونخ و انذقُقخ، و فٍ رعضَض انًؤعغبد نهذونخ انفهغطُُُخ ان

ت نزشجُع ونكٍُ احثكى عهً اٌ لا رُأعىا و اٌ رىاصهىا جهىدكى انزٍ لا رُع  َحٍ َعهى اَكى رىاجهىٌ انعذَذ يٍ انزحذَبد اثُبء رأدَخ عًهكى

".حشَخ انصحبفخ فٍ يجزًعبركى و فٍ الاساظٍ انفهغطُُُخ وانعبنى  
 

 

http://jerusalem.usconsulate.gov/cg_st_050312.html
http://arabic.jerusalem.usconsulate.gov/pr_050312.html
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Assistant Secretary Brimmer in Tunis on World Press Freedom Day 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―We gather here in Tunis a year later to mark progress against the aspirations and objectives 

expressed in that Declaration, and in the context of the dramatic social and political events that 

began here in Tunisia and transpired across the region... Ladies and gentlemen, last year’s events 

focused particular attention on the rapid expansion of internet and other social media, and the 

role of those technologies in empowering civil society. We see evidence of that empowerment 

every day, and even in the most difficult of environments, such as in Syria, those connective 

technologies ensure that the world witnesses the truth of what is happening on the ground.‖ 

 

State Dept., USAID Support for Press Freedom 

FACT SHEET 

Highlights of the U.S. Department of State and USAID’s Efforts to Support Press and Media Freedom 

On World Press Freedom Day — and every day — the United States honors and supports media freedom at 

home and abroad.  Press freedom is a key element of the freedom of expression, which is a foundation for 

other universal human rights.  In 2011, the United States hosted the international World Press Freedom 

Day activities in Washington, D.C.  This year, Assistant Secretary of State for International Organizations 

Esther Brimmer is leading the U.S. delegation to a World Press Freedom conference in Tunisia, May 2-6; 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Kathy Fitzpatrick of the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and 

Labor will also attend. 

As a part of its "Free the Press" campaign, the Department of State is documenting on 

www.HumanRights.gov emblematic cases of journalists living and working under threat and duress 

because of their efforts to exercise the freedom of expression.  We call on all governments to protect the 

universal human right to freedom of expression. 

• Advancing media freedom is a regular part of U.S. diplomatic work.  We advocate for freedom of 

expression and raise media freedom issues, including specific cases, in bilateral discussions with other 

governments and in multilateral bodies, including but not limited to the UN Human Rights Council, the 

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), and the Organization of American States.  At 

the OSCE, for example, the United States has been a leading voice for freedom of expression and the 

defense of journalists, and championed a Ministerial Declaration to support fundamental freedoms in the 

Digital Age. 

 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2012/05/201205035002.html#axzz0v0xNKsED
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2012/05/189220.htm
http://www.humanrights.gov/2012/04/18/free-the-press/
http://www.humanrights.gov/
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 USG Alumni Gather at Conference to “Work for a Cause, Not for 
Applause” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through a grant from The U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem, Amideast launched the Alumni 

Networking and Community Engagement Program ―Work for a Cause, Not for Applause‖ at the 

Intercontinental Hotel in Jericho. The two-day conference targeted 75 student and professional 

alumni from various U.S. Government -funded programs, such as YES, Access, Fulbright, Hubert 

Humphrey, SUSI, IVLP, MEPI, A-PLUS, and others. 

With the goal of connecting older alumni with the younger generation of U.S. Government program 

attendees, professional alumni from different U.S. Government  programs worked together with the 

help of Amideast to organize a two-day conference between April 19- 20 to educate one another and 

exchange experiences, with a focus on several different areas of interest for community 

engagement.  The conference offered alumni from many different programs the opportunity to meet 

one another for the first time, and to cooperate on initiatives to improve their communities.   

Panelists from the professional alumni group conducted presentations on three topics of concern to 

the young alumni and their communities, including Community Awareness: Youth Beyond the 

Arab Spring, Public Health, and The Environment.  

For the second day of the conference, participants from the student alumni were matched with 

professional alumni mentors in 12 groups to develop a project proposal that addressed a need in 

their home communities.  The day concluded with all alumni attendees gathering to listen to the 

presentations on the 12 initiatives, several of which will be funded as part of the grant.   
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America House in Jerusalem  

is pleased to announce the following upcoming programs  
at our new location in the Consulate building on Nablus Road 

 

Open Hours for the library during May: 

Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

(Please note: The library will be closed on Monday, May 28, in observance of Memorial Day) 

Come and browse our books and magazines.   
Feel free to take a book outside and read in the garden. 

 

Afternoon Trivia 
Enjoy a fun-filled Jeopardy-style game! 

                                                  Monday, May 7, 2012, 4:30 PM at America House 

Come and play an American-style quiz show featuring trivia in history, literature, the arts, pop culture, science, 
sports, geography, music, and other topics. We will ask questions in the form of answers, and participants must give 
their responses in question form – just like on the game show “Jeopardy.” 

Teams can be made up of 1-4 persons, ages 14 and up, so bring a friend or two or three!  Questions will be 
in English, but teams can answer in Arabic if they choose.   

 

English Corner 
Come out and practice your English 

                                                  Tuesday, May 8, 2012, 4:00 PM at America House 

 

Are you trying to improve your English?  Do you find yourself too shy to speak sometimes? 

Come to America House and join us for some casual English conversation practice.  All levels are welcome at this first 
session.  We’ll organize into groups and get to know each other – no tests! no quizzes! -  just plain fun.  This session is 
for high school and college youth ages 14 and up.   

For those of you who have a high level of English, we encourage you to come and join us too and help others to 
improve their English. 

Please let us know if you can join us for either program by e-mailing JerusalemAmericaHouse@state.gov 
 

 
To be added to America House’s mailing list, please e-mail JerusalemAmericaHouse@state.gov 

America House is the U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem’s cultural center In East Jerusalem and was established in 2010. 
 
 

 

 

mailto:AmericaHouseJerusalem@state.gov
mailto:JerusalemAmericaHouse@state.gov
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U.S. Waives Congressional Restriction on Palestinian Aid 
 

 
 

Susan Rice, U.S. permanent representative to the United Nations, said on April 23 that the United 

States had recently met with representatives of Russia, the United Nations, and the European 

Union, collectively known as ―the Quartet,‖ and had discussed the importance of fostering continued 

international support for the PA’s institution-building efforts. 

―In order to realize a future where Palestinians live in a sovereign state of their own, we must 

vigorously support the difficult steps needed to build the institutions and capacities of a future 

Palestinian state,‖ Rice said. 

―The United States echoes the Quartet's call for continued international support for institution-

building by the Palestinian Authority, including for contributions toward the $1.1 billion required to 

meet the Palestinian Authority’s 2012 recurrent financing requirements,‖ she said. ―This funding is 

essential to preserve and build on the Palestinian Authority’s institutional gains and to expand 

economic opportunities for the Palestinian people.‖ 

 انىلاٌبث انًخحذة حسخبؼذ انقٍىد انخً فزضهب انكىَغزس الأيٍزكً ػهى انًؼىَبث نهفهسطٍٍٍٍُ
 

انجبسٌ أٌ ثلادهب انزقذ يؤخشا يع يًثهٍ سوعُب والأيى  34يى انًزحذح، قذ أعهُذ َىو وكبَذ عىصاٌ ساَظ، انًُذوثخ الأيُشكُخ انذائًخ نذي الأ

يؤعغبد  انًزحذح والإرحبد الأوسوثٍ انزٍَ َشكهىٌ يعب انهجُخ انشثبعُخ نجحث أهًُخ رشجُع يىاصهخ انذعى انذونٍ نجهىد انغهطخ انفهغطُُُخ نجُبء

.انذونخ  

فُه انفهغطُُُىٌ فٍ دونخ راد عُبدح خبصخ ثهى، عهُُب أٌ َؤَذ ثئقذاو انخطىاد انصعجخ انًطهىثخ نغشض رحقُق يغزقجم َعُش : "وقبنذ ساَظ

."نجُبء يؤعغبد وقذساد دونخ فهغطُُُخ يغزقجهُخ  

فٍ رنك رأَُذ إٌ انىلاَبد انًزحذح رشدد دعىح انشثبعُخ نًىاصهخ انذعى انذونٍ نجُبء انغهطخ انفهغطُُُخ يؤعغبد ربثعخ نهب ثًب : "واعزطشدد قبئهخ

وهزا انزًىَم ظشوسٌ نهحفبظ عهً يكزغجبد . 3123ثهُىٌ دولاس نغذ احزُبجبد انزًىَم انًزكشسح نهغهطخ فٍ  2.2رقذَى يغبهًبد قًُزهب 

."انغهطخ انًؤعغبرُخ ونضَبدح انفشص الاقزصبدَخ نهشعت انفهغطٍُُ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2012/04/201204264602.html#axzz1tiLLyCdi
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/arabic/article/2012/04/201204274701.html#axzz0v0xNKsED
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U.S. Focuses on Partnerships with Youth 
 

 

The United States is focusing on ―grass-roots partnerships‖ with young people around the world, making youth 

issues part of its foreign policy, says Ronan Farrow, special adviser on global youth issues to Secretary of State 

Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

Farrow, who is just 24 himself, is the director of the State Department’s Office of Global Youth Issues, which 

Clinton created with the goal of empowering young people as economic and civic actors. 

Speaking with journalists at the U.S. Foreign Press Center in New York City on April 23, Farrow said U.S. 

embassies around the world are developing youth councils with local young people who offer their insights into 

the effects of U.S. foreign policy on their communities. These councils exist in some 40 countries, he said, and 

perform constructive work by providing the embassies with formal policy recommendations. 

―All around the world, we’ve been making a concerted effort to stand by young people,‖ Farrow said. ―That 

conversation is not always easy. We don’t walk into communities and expect young people everywhere to trust 

and agree with the United States. … But I think that we have made strides towards bringing young people to the 

table and giving them a serious role in our policy process.‖ 

These councils, he said, also encourage youth to find solutions to problems within their own homelands. A 

newly established U.S. Embassy council in Latvia, for example, included two young members who, using a 

small U.S. grant, started an e-petition system that is now used by 20 percent of Latvians. Under Latvian law, 

Farrow said, anyone who develops an idea, launches a petition and wins a certain number of votes can see that 

idea passed into law. 

The U.S. government, Farrow said, invests $100 million each year to engage the world’s youth through a variety 

of programs ranging from health care to education to job training. In addition to funding those programs, 

Farrow said, the Obama administration is ―innovating to make sure that young people are in the driver’s seat as 

we undertake all of that programming.‖ 

The young, Farrow said, are often champions of human rights, economic change and entrepreneurship. He said 

in the last year the world has seen the power of young people as a positive force for change with the unseating 

of repressive regimes. Farrow also noted that worldwide, people under 30 years old are three times more likely 

to be unemployed. Frustrated youth are targets for extremists. ―Not having a job,‖ he said, "not having a way to 

make one’s voice heard peacefully, can boil over into chaos, where we see young people as a destabilizing force 

rather than one for positive change.‖ 

 

Read more: http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2012/04/201204244490.html#ixzz0v0ubbKVa 

 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2012/04/201204244490.html#axzz1tiLLyCdi
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2012/04/201204244490.html#ixzz0v0ubbKVa
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The U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem Announces the 2013 Fulbright Foreign Language 
Teaching Assistant (FLTA) Program 
 
The U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem and the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs (ECA) are pleased to announce the Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) 
Program for FY 2013.  
  
The Fulbright FLTA Program is a nine-month non-degree program that provides young teachers of English an 
opportunity to refine their teaching skills, increase their English language proficiency, and extend their 
knowledge of the society and culture of the United States.  FLTAs work as teaching assistants for their native 
language (Arabic) to U.S. students, thus strengthening foreign language instruction at U.S. colleges and 
universities.  Fulbright FLTA participants also interact with their host communities in conversation groups, 
extracurricular activities, and community outreach projects.  Fulbright FLTA participants must return to their 
home countries upon completion of the program. Deadline: July 30, 2012. 
 

 

Students Across Globe Can Take Online Courses at U.S. 
Universities 

 
Some of America’s most elite universities, including Stanford 
University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT), are experimenting with free online courses that give 
thousands of motivated students around the world the 
opportunity to learn sophisticated skills and earn informal 
credentials. 
 

 انخؼهى ػٍ طزٌق الإَخزَج ٌفخح أبىاة انجبيؼبث الأيٍزكٍت أيبو انذارسٍٍ يٍ ربىع انؼبنى
 

 انًزحذح، انىلاَبد فٍ انُخجخ يعبهذ يصبفٍ فٍ رعذ انزٍ انًشيىقخ انجبيعبد يٍ ثعط َخزجش

 يُبهج خلانهب يٍ رقذو ثشايج نهزكُىنىجُب، يبعبشىعزظ ويعهذ عزبَفىسد خجبيع ويُهب

 فشصخ انعبنى حىل انًحفضٍَ انطلاة ِلاف رزُح الإَزشَذ غشَق عٍ يجبَُخ دساعُخ

.سعًُخ غُش يعزًذح وثبئق واكزغبة يزطىسح يهبساد فٍ انعًهٍ انزحصُم  

 

 
 
 

See:  
 

Fairhaven Project:  Science-Maritime Education Program  
The Fairhaven Project at the Northeast Maritime Institute (NMI) brings three Palestinians and three Israelis 
(between 17-19 years old) to the U.S. to NMI’s facilities in Fairhaven, Massachusetts from July 1th through 
August 4th, 2012.  NMI covers the visa expenses, round-trip airfare and food and living expenses.  The goal is 
to promote science-maritime education and cooperation between neighboring peoples.  
For more information about the program: http://www.northeastmaritime.com.  
NMI Contact information:  
Laura Frazier  
32 Washington Street  
Fairhaven, Mass. 02719 USA  
Email: laura@notheastmaritime.com 

http://jerusalem.usconsulate.gov/flta.html
http://jerusalem.usconsulate.gov/flta.html
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2012/04/201204123772.html#axzz
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2012/04/201204123772.html#axzz
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/arabic/article/2012/04/201204184141.html#axzz1sOX5TrHk
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/arabic/article/2012/04/201204184141.html#axzz1sOX5TrHk
http://www.northeastmaritime.com/
mailto:laura@notheastmaritime.com
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 International and Regional News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Obama and Karzai Sign Strategic 
Partnership Agreement 

 
 
Obama Says No Excuse for Atrocities 
 
 
Journalism Student Webchat with Ambassador 
Rice 
 
 
“America and the World” - Secretary 
Clinton at Syracuse University 
 
 
 
International Partnership Supports Arab 
Nations in Transition 
 
 
 
USAID Partners for Entrepreneurial Action 
 
 

USAID, Science Foundation Support 
Developing World Research 

 
 
U.S. Urges Sudan, South Sudan to Cease 
Hostilities 
 
 
U.S. Targets Computer Abusers in Iran, 
Syria 
 
 
State, USAID Officials on U.S. 
Humanitarian Aid to Syria 
 
 
Ambassador Rice on U.N. Security Council 
Vote on Sudan, South Sudan 
 
 

 
 انزئٍسبٌ أوببيب وكزساي ٌىقؼبٌ احفبقٍت انشزاكت الإسخزاحٍجٍت

 
 

انىلاٌبث انًخحذة ححث انسىداٌ وجُىة انسىداٌ ػهى وقف 

 الأػًبل انؼذائٍت واسخئُبف انًحبدثبث

 

 

انؼبيهىٌ فً الإغبثت ٌزٌذوٌ إسانت انؼىائق أيبو يسبػذة 

 انًحخبجٍٍ فً سىرٌب

 

 

انحكىيت الأيٍزكٍت حسخهذف يُخهكً اسخخذاو انكًبٍىحز فً إٌزاٌ 

 وسىرٌب

 
 

انسفٍزة راٌس حىضح فً يجهس الأيٍ انذونً انخصىٌج ػهى 

 انقزار انخبص ببنسىداٌ وجُىة انسىداٌ

 

 

وسارة انًبنٍت: أيز حُفٍذي جذٌذ ٌسخهذف يُخهكً انؼقىببث ػهى 

 إٌزاٌ وسىرٌب
 
 
 

انىلاٌبث انًخحذة وسهطُت ػًبٌ حبحثبٌ انًسبئم انؼًبنٍت يٍ 

 احفبقٍت انخجبرة انحزة بٍُهًب

 

 

بزَبيج أيٍزكً ٌسؼى لاجخذاة انُسبء نهؼًم فً يجبل انطبقت 

 انُظٍفت

 

 

انىلاٌبث انًخحذة حذػى أهذاف انطبقت انُظٍفت نهًًهكت انؼزبٍت 

 انسؼىدٌت

 

 

بٍبٌ يجًىػت انذول انثًبًَ حىل شزاكت دوفٍم يغ انبهذاٌ 

 انؼزبٍت انخً حًز فً يزحهت اَخقبنٍت
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